THE WHITE HOSE 


TEXT OF A LETTER BY THE PRESIDENT 
ADDRESSED TO THE CHAIRMAN OF THE 
PRESIDIUM OF THE USSR SUPREME 
SOVIET, NIKITA KHRUSHCHEV 


October 27, 1962 


Dear Mr. Chairman: 


United Nations arrangements, 


Assuming this is done promptly, I have given my representativ 
New York instructions that will permit them to work out this. weekend 
-- in cooperation with the Acting Secretary General and your; spre 
tive an arrangement for a permanent solution to the Cuban] Pre 
along th e lines suggested in your letter of October 26th, As Trea ad 
letter, the key elements of your proposals - which seem ‘generally 
ceptable as. I understand them - are as follows: on aS 


- ΩΝ 175 


appropriate United Nations observation and supervision! and 5 ae 
systems into Cuba, 


2) We, on our part, would agree - upon the establishment of 40 . 
arrangements through the United Nations to ensure the — : 


vasion of Cuba. . «cy Lam confident that other nations of the 
Hemisphere would be prepared to do likewise, - 


If you will give your representative similar instructions, there 
reason why we should not be able to complete these arrangements, 


a settlement on easing world tensions would enable us to work t te 
a more general arrangement regarding "other armaments", | as ro 
in your second letter which you made public, I would like to ἊΣ aga 

that the United States is very much interested in redcing δ tension 


on offensive missile bases in Cuba and for all weapons systems, 
capable of offensive use to be rendered inoperable, under, ‘efféc 
United Nations arrangements, : 


appropriate United ‘Nations observation and supervision; and: 
with suitable safeguards, to halt the further introduction of s su 
systems into Cuba, ΟΝ 


2) We, on our part, would agree -- upon the establishment of. a 
arrangements through the United Nations to ensure the car rying: 
continuation of these commitments -- (a) to remove promptl} 
tine measures now in effect and (b} to give assurances agains! 
vasion of Cuba, d 1 am confident that other nations. of af the; 
Hemisphere would be prepared to do likewise, “4 


Hf you will give your representative similar instructions, there is 
reason why we should not be able to complete these arrangemiénts 
announce them to the world within a couple of days. The effect of such 3 


à more general arrangement regarding "other armaments", ‘as propos 
in your second letter which you made public, I would like to say ‘again 
that the United States is very much interested in reducing tensions and 


prepared to consider with our allies any useful proposals. 7 


But the first ingredient, let me „ emphasize, is the cessation o 
on missile sites in Cuba and measures to render such weapons. 
under effective international guarantees, Tho continuation of this 
or a prolonging of this discussion concerning Cuba by linking the 
blems to the broader questions of European and world security, 
surely: lead to an intensification of the Cuban crisis and a grave ri 
the peace of the world, For this reason I hope we can quickly | 
the lines outlined in this letter and in your letter of October ΚΣ: 


(e) ‘John I. Kennedy: 
. ͵ 77 . 
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bear Mr. Chairman: 
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2. You would. agree to remove such weapons systens 


supervision. 
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3. You would undertake, with suitable 
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— 


you would not in the future introduce such weapons 
into Cuba. 


4. Upon the establishment of adequate arrang ome 


the United Nations to ensure the carrying out 6 


Σ (=) a 
we, on our part, would undertake promptly to remove: 


measures now in effect. 
5. We would undertake to give binding assurances to 


3 
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respect the territorial integrity and pmitttient st politica 


independence of Cuba, end I am confident that other menbérs 
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that it would not seek, through military aggression or 
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these lines with the Acting Secretary General and 7 — 
representatives. Tf you will give your representatives 
instructions, there is no reason why we should not be abi 


wor) 


concretely resolve other issues. 


As I was preparing this letter I learned of your’ 


* 


— 


public message attempting to connect NATO bases and. 


I must tell you frankly that this is not a way to get 


| with a settlement of the immediate crisis. 


- ἃ 


is in Cuba, and it is there that very prompt action : 
When we get agreement there, I shall be very reddy σα! 


wider issues, 


